


Unit 9

Future Simple

We use the future simple (will + bare infinitive) for:

e decisions made at the moment of speaking. It’s cold. I'll
close the window.
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Grammar Reference

 predictions about the future, based on what we think,
believe or imagine, using the verbs think, believe,
expect, etc; the expressions be sure, be afraid, etc; and
the adverbs probably, certainly, perhaps, etc. He will
probably tell you later.

e promises, threats, warnings, requests, hopes and offers.
Will you help me tidy the room?

e actions, events, situations which will definitely happen
in the future and which we can’t control. Bob will be
thirty years old in May.
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Be going to

We use be going to:

e for plans, intentions or ambitions for the future. He's
going to be a lawyer when he finishes university.

e actions we have already decided to do in the near
future. Steve is going to spend his holidays in Spain.

e predictions based on what we can see or what we
know, especially when there is evidence that something
will happen. Look at the dark clouds. It's going to rain.

The time .'expressidns we use with the future simple and
be going to are: tomorrow;, the day after tomorrow, tonight,
soon, next week/month/year/summer etc, in a week/month etc

Future Continuous

We use the future continuous (will be + verb -ing):

s for actions which will be in progress at a stated future
time. This time next month, 'll be lying on the beach.

e for actions which will definitely happen in the future as
the result of a routine or arrangement. We will be
visiting the Smiths at the weekend.

e when we ask politely about someone’s plans for the
near future. Will you be finishing the report soon?

Future Perfect

e \We use the future perfect (will have + past particle)
for actions that will have finished before a stated time
in the future. We will have moved house by the end of
June.

The time expressions we use with the future perfect
are: before, by, by then, by the time, until/till (only in negative
sentences) i :

Future Perfect Continuous

e \We use the future perfect continuous (will have been
+ verb -ing) to emphasise the duration of an action up
to a certain time in the future. The future perfect
continuous is used with: by ... for. By the end of May, John
will have been working here for ten years.

Time clauses when talking about the future:
When we use words and expressions such as while,
 before, -after, until/till, as, when, whenever, once, as
's'oon'as, as long as, by the time, etc to introduce time
clauses, we use the present simple or present perfect,
 NOT future forms. '
- By the time we get there the film will have ended.
NOT. By-the-time-wawitlgetthers ) '
We also use the present simple and present perfect, NO
future forms, after words and expressions such as unle
if, suppose/supposing, in case, etc. Take a raincoat in cas
it rains later. (NOT:... in-easeitwillrainiater)

We use future forms with:

¢ when, when it is used as a question word. When
you be going skiing?
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ignorance etc, such as | don't know, | doubt, | wondes
I'm not sure, etc. I don't know whether he will pass his exa:

Type 0/1 Conditionals

Type O conditionals are used to express a general truth o
scientific fact. In this type of conditional we can use whe
instead of if. Ty

Ift

If-clause Main Clause

If/When + present simple —  present simple

Iff/When you mix black and white paint, you get grey.

Type 1 conditionals are used to express a real or
probable situation in the present or future.

If-clause Main Clause
If + present - future simple, imperative, can/
simple must/may etc + bare infinitive

If | finish work early tonight, | will/might/etc go out with Tony

When the hypothesis comes before the main clause,
separate them with a comma. When the main clause cos
before the if-clause, then we do not use a comma
separate them.

Note: with type 1 conditionals we can use unless
affirmative verb (= if + negative verb). Iwill not be able to &
unless Bill gives me a lift. (= If Bill does not give me a lift, .

Type 2 and 3 Conditionals

¢ Conditionals Type 2 (unreal present) are used to exg
imaginary situations which are contrary to facts in
present, and therefore are unlikely to happen in
present or the future. We can use either was or
for 1, he, she, it, in the if-clause. We can also use
structure If | were you ... to give advice.



Grammar Reference

If-clause Main Clause

If + past simple/past
continuous

would/could/might + present
bare infinitive

If1 knew how to do it, | would help.
If Bill was working today, we would see him.
if | were you, | would tell her the truth.

* Conditionals Type 3 (unreal past) are used to express
imaginary situations which are contrary to facts in the
past. They are also used to express regrets or criticism.

If-clause Main Clause

If + past perfect/past |
perfect continuous

would/could/might + perfect
bare infinitive

If they had asked me, | would have helped.
If I hadn’t been working today, we would have gone to the
beach.

ixed Conditionals

e can form mixed conditionals, if the context permits it, by
combining an if-clause from one type with a main clause
from another.

If-clause Main Clause

Type 2 Type 1

Ifhe came back late last night, ~ he won't be on time for work
today:.

Type 2 Type 3

If you were polite, you wouldn’t have talked to
him like that.

Type 3 Type 2

If he hadn’t missed the bus, he would be here now.

Wishes

e \We can use wish /if only to express a wish.

Ifonly she hadn’t
lied to me. (but
she did)

Verb Tense — Use

+ past simple/ I wish | was on to say that we would

past continuous | holiday now. (but | like something to be
I'mnot) Ifonly | differentabouta
were going with | present situation
them. (but I'm not)

+ past perfect Iwish | had passed | to express regret about
theexams. (but! | something which
didn't) happened or didn't

happen in the past

+ subject +
would + bare inf.

I wish you would
stop talking.

Ifonlyitwould |*® ddesirefora

stop snowing. situation or person’s
behaviour to
change

to express:
® g polite imperative.

aﬁw/%& g _ R~

If only is used in exactly the same way as wish
but it is more emphatic or more dramatic.

* we can use were instead of was after wish and
if only.  wish | were/was on holiday now.

The Unreal Past

The past simple can be used to refer to the present when
we talk about imaginary, unreal or impossible situations
which are contrary to facts in the present.

The past perfect can be used to refer to imaginary, unreal or
impossible situations which are contrary to facts in the past.
The past simple is used with:

e type 2 Conditionals - If he had money, he would move
house.

e suppose/supposing — Suppose/Supposing he lied to you,
what would you do?

e wish/if only — | wish/If only | had more space.

e would rather (present) — /'d rather you left now.

e as if/fas though - Ronald acts as if/as though he owned
the place.

e it's (about/high) time — It's (about/high) time you went
to bed.

The past perfect is used with:

e type 3 Conditionals — If he hadn’t been so rude, he
wouldn’t have been punished.

* suppose/supposing — Suppose/Supposing you had been
in a position to help, would you have done so?

e wish/if only — | wish/If only I hadn't lied.

e would rather (past) — /’d rather you had not told the
truth.

e as if/as though — He spoke about Strauss as though/as if
he had been a personal friend.

Had Better/ Would Rather

Had better (= it would be good to) is used to give strong or
urgent advice. Had better cannot be used in the past or the
comparative.
e had better + bare infinitive - immediate future
You had better ask for help.

Would rather (= would prefer to) expresses preference.
When the subject of would rather is also the subject of the
following verb, we use the following constructions:
e would rather + present bare infinitive — present/future.
I’d rather tell you now.
e would rather + perfect bare infinitive — past
I went out last night but Id rather have stayed in.
* would rather + bare infinitive + than + bare infinitive
Since it's such a beautiful day, I'd rather go to the park than
watch TV.

When the subject of would rather is different from the
subject of the following verb, we use the following
constructions:
¢ would rather + past tense — present/future
I'd rather Ann worked with you.
s would rather + past perfect — past
I'd rather we had left earlier, then we wouldn't have been
caught in the rush hour traffic.
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