




Grammar Reference

predictions about the future, based on what we think,
believe or imagine, using the verbs think, believe,
expect, etc; the expressions be sure, be afraid, etc; and
the adverbs probably, certainly, perhaps, etc. He wirl
prcbably tell you later.
promises, threats, warnings, requests, hopes and offers.
willyou help me tidy the room?
actjons, events, situations which wi I definitely happen
in the future and whch we can't control. Bob wil l be
thirlyyeorc old in May.

Be going to

We use be 9oir9 to:

. for plans, intentions or ambitions for the future. He3
going to be a lawyer when he finishes univetsity.

. actions we have already declded to do in the near
futve. steve is going to spend his holidoys in spqin.

o predictions based on what we can see or what we
know especially when there is evidence that something
will happen. Look at the dork clouds. lt's going to roin.

The time expressions we use with the future simple and
be going to aje'. tomorrow the day after tomorrcw tonight,
soon, next weeAmonth/yeat/summet etc, in a week/month etc

Future Cont inuous

We use the future continuous (wil l be + verb -ing):

. for actions which wil l be in progress at a stated future
rime. Thistime next month,l'll belying on thebeoch.

. for actions which wil l deflnitely happen in the future as
the result of a routine or arrangement. We wil l be
visiting the Smiths attheweekend.

. when we ask politely about someone's plans for the
near future. will you be finishing the report soon?

Future Perfect

. We use the future perfect (will have + past particle)
for actions that will have finished before a stated time
in the future. We will have moved house by the end of
June.

The time expressions we use with the future perfect
are: before, by, by then, by the time, until,/till (only in negative
sentences)

Future Perfect Continuous

. We use the future perfect continuous (will have been
+ verb -ing) to emphasise the duration of an action up
to a certain time in the futu[e. The future perfect

continuous is used with: hy ... for. Bythe end of Moy, John
will have been working here fot ten yeors.

Time clauses when talking about the future:

When we use words and expressions such as while,
before,.after, until/till, as, when, whenever, once, 6
soon as, as long as, by the time, etc to introduce tin€
clauses, we use the present simple or present perfeG
NOT future forms.
By the time we get there the film will have ended.
(N Of gyl*p{i,',e+eryill€et+Aerc .. )
We also use thc present simple and present perfect,
future forms, after words and expressions such as
if, suppose/supposing, in case, etc. Tqke a raincoot in
it rcins loter (NOT ... ia{€se';l'fj,l+ain]9*€i.)

We use future forms wlth:
. when, when it is used as a question word. lVhen

you begoing skiing?

. iflwhether - after expressions which show uncerla
ignorance etc, such as ldon't know, I doubt, I
l'm notsure, etc. i dont know whether hewill pass his

Type 0i 1 Conditionals

Type 0 conditionals are used to express a genera truth 3
scientif ic fact. in this type of conditional we can use
instead of if.
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Type 1 conditionals are used to express
probable situation in the present or future.
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When the hypothesis comes before the ma n clause
separate them with a comma. When the main clause cc
before the if-c ause, then we do not use a comn'a
separate them.

Note: with tvoe 1 conditionals we can use unless
affirmative verb (= if + neqative verb). i rullnot be able ta
unless Billgives me o lift. (= lf Bill does not give me a I ft, I

Type 2 and 3 Conditionals

. Conditionals Type 2 (unreal present) are used to er
rmdg nary siLLaL'ons which are contrary to fa(- -
present, and therefore are un ikely to happen -
present or the future. We can use either was or
for l, he, she, it, in the if-clause. We can also usa
structure lf I were you ... to give advice.
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